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EDITOR’S NOTE

T

he lead article for this issue is Professor Charles Weisselberg’s annual
review of the criminal-law opinions issued by the United States Supreme
Court during its past Term. Since Professor Weisselberg took over this
survey after the death of our long-time contributor, Professor Charles
Whitebread, the survey has changed somewhat in its format. We have greatly
appreciated Professor Weisselberg’s addition of an overview not only of the
Court’s opinions from the prior Term but also his note of key issues pending
during its current Term as well. In addition, in key areas, he has provided us
with a review of the initial struggle faced by lower courts in applying a new
decision. This year, he has done that for us with respect to the Court’s new
ruling on the exclusionary rule, Herring v. United States. That review of new
cases during the first 10 months after the Herring decision was issued helps
all of us to better gauge the impact of the ruling—a key goal of this annual
review, which helps all of us to stay abreast of
changes in the law and to begin to assess the
significance of the changes.
I want to thank Professor Weisselberg for
another great contribution in this year’s article, and I also want to note one item that was
out of his control—the timing of its publication. He turned in his review in a timely manner, but we had other factors that led to delays
in this issue. Professor Weisselberg even
updated the article significantly once after
submission to reflect some of the early opinions from the present Term. Since the issue is
now going to press during the rush to publish
opinions near the end of the present Term, the article will necessarily omit reference to those more recent opinions. Please accept our apology for the delay,
and realize that it was not Professor Weisselberg’s fault. We will work to make
sure that the review of the 2009–2010 Term gets to you much more quickly.
Even with this year’s timing, however, you will find his article of great help in
keeping up to date and in assessing the importance of these cases.
Our second article will develop themes familiar to every judge related to
stress and safety in the courtroom. The article reviews the research of several
lawyers and social scientists regarding stress felt by judges and jurors. As
always, we invite the responsive comments of our readers, either in the form
of an essay or a letter to the editor. Our third article is an adaption by
Professor Jennifer Robbennolt of a more extensive article she published in
2008 in the Harvard Negotiation Law Review. Professor Robbennolt agreed to
update her article and to adapt it for a judicial audience because she believed
that giving judges a better understanding of the effects that apologies may
have on the decision making of both parties and their attorneys could help us
to more effectively help parties resolve their disputes. We agree, and we think
you’ll find her article of great interest.—SL
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Court Review, the quarterly journal of the American
Judges Association, invites the submission of unsolicited,
original articles, essays, and book reviews. Court Review
seeks to provide practical, useful information to the working judges of the United States and Canada. In each issue,
we hope to provide information that will be of use to
judges in their everyday work, whether in highlighting
new procedures or methods of trial, court, or case management, providing substantive information regarding an
area of law likely to be encountered by many judges, or by
providing background information (such as psychology or
other social science research) that can be used by judges
in their work. Guidelines for the submission of manuscripts for Court Review are set forth on page 74. Court
Review reserves the right to edit, condense, or reject material submitted for publication.
Advertising: Court Review accepts advertising for products and services of interest to judges. For information,
contact January Serda at (757) 259-1864.
Photo credit: Mary Watkins (maryswatkinsphoto@
earthlink.net).
The historic Riverside County
Courthouse was built in 1904; the architect was Franklin
P. Burnham. Ray McDevitt notes in Courthouses of
California: An Illustrated History (2001), that the design
"has been described as modeled on the Grand Palais at
the Paris Exposition of 1900, [but] the basic composition
of its facade also recalls that of Edbrooke's United States
Government Building at the Chicago Exposition of
1893.... In contrast to most 19th-century courthouses,
which were oriented with a short end of the building facing the principal approach, these were oriented with a
long side facing the view. This orientation made large
buildings appear even larger."
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